


The Sinnissippi Foundation serving our communities

Dear friends of the Foundation,

It has been heartening and touching to
see the outpouring of support you have
given the Foundation in the past year. You
have recognized that it is these challenging
economic times that also see
the greatest need for those
who might otherwise have to
do without.

It has been equally
heartening to see the number
of lives the Foundation has
been able fo touch because
of your generosity.

Without your support,

a family might have gone
without heat or might not have found safe
housing. Without your support, a family might
not have enjoyed a holiday meal. Without your
support, an individual may have gone without
vital medications or the treatment they need.

Through your generosity, the Foundation
has been able to make a commitment to
improving the health of children and families in
our communities through significant support of
the Community That Cares Project (CTC). There
is also now a CTC Project Fund that donors can
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directly support. This ground breaking project
is blazing new territory in the collaboration

of agencies and coordination of care for
children with social/emotional needs. CTC has
been instrumental in helping parents get the
information and support they need to improve
their overall family wellness.

The Foundation was able to
establish a second new fund in
2014, the Jim Sarver Education
Fund, which will allow
Sinnissippi Centers’ clients to
obtain their GED. Achieving
this step will allow them to go
on to further their education or
advance in their employment.

As you read the pages of this annual report,
you will see what has been accomplished
through your support of the Foundation and
what you can look forward to in the months to
come.

Thank you again for helping the Sinnissippi
Foundation meet so many needs. Together, we
will continue our mission: Helping individuals
and families, and increasing awareness of
mental health, substance use and other
behavioral healthcare issues.
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Providing help offering hope & promoting wellness

The Community That Cares (CTC)
Project continues to help kids and
families
live
healthier,
happier
lives.
CIC’s
major
funding
source,

a 5-year
grant,
ends in December 2015. In 2016,
CTC will rely heavily on donations

to continue their work. Recognizing
the importance of continuing the
project, The Sinnissippi Foundation
has partnered with the community
to raise funds to support CTC. In
addition, the Foundation established
the Community That Cares Project
Fund as an option for donors to
designate their support.
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Children and families are the center
of the CTC project

A record level of requests were
received in 2014 by the Foundation
to meet the emergency needs of
individuals and families. 133 CARES
Fund requests were granted, totaling
over $15,500. CARES requests help
to provide safe housing or prevent
eviction, help individuals obtain vital
medications, or keep the heat on
during the cold winter months. Since
2008, when requests began to rise
rapidly, there has been an increase
of over 500% in funds distributed. The
Foundation has been able to keep
pace with the requests thanks to the
generosity of donors and sponsors.
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Nearly 150 individuals attended

the annual Wellness and Recovery
Celebration held at Sinnissippi
Centers’ Dixon office. Sponsored

by both Sinnissippi Centers and

the Sinnissippi Foundation, the
annual Wellness and Recovery
Celebration is held each September
during Recovery Month. Those

who are in recovery from a mental
illness, a drug or alcohol problem,
their family members and other
supporters, as well as families seeking
wellness all enjoy attending the
annual celebration. Speakers tell
their unique stories of recovery to
encourage others to seek freatment
and to continue their recovery.

Without an adequate education,
individuals do not have all of the
tools they need
to achieve a
higher quality

of life. The Jim
Sarver Education
Fund, named

to honor former
Sinnissippi
Centers’
President/CEO
Jim Sarver,

has been
established to
help Sinnissippi
clients take the
required fests fo
receive their GED. The fund will pay
for a variety of costs, including test
preparation, testing fees, and other
costs associated with getting a GED.

Jim Sarver, Sinnissippi
Centers’ President/CEO
from 1989 to 2013.

Kelly’s

The annual Foundation Golf Open
continues to be an enjoyable event
to raise funds for the Sinnissippi
Foundation. The 22nd Annual Golf
Open was held August 14, 2014, at
Timber
Creek :
Golf Club. |*
A full field
of 144
golfers
took to
the links
fo help
raise over
$25,000 in
support
of the
Foundation and its mission. The
Foundation Sponsor of the Year
Award was presented to Jim Grot, Jr.
of Grot Imaging Studios.

= N
Andy Jackson presents the
Sponsor of the Year Award to Jim
Grot of Grot Imaging Studios

The Sinnissippi Foundation's annual
Expressions Arf Sale and Reception
and the art gallery where it is held,
The Next Picture Show, celebrated
a common milestone in 2014. It was
the 10th Anniversary year for both
the Foundation’s art fund raiser and
the gallery. It was a wonderful first
ten years together. Expressions offers
painfings, photographs, and other
genres of art for sale. The pieces

are donated by local and regional
artists. In addition, there is a wide
variety of silent auction items up for
bid. The 10th annual Expressions was
notable in another way: The event
raised more funds than in any other
year, nearly $17,000.
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Providing help offering hope & promoting wellness

“For Community” became the
unofficial theme of the Gardenstock
Art & Music Festival in 2014. The event
is an annual fund raiser for Sinnissippi's
Youth Garden Project. Not only does
Gardenstock benefit the garden
project, .

but it has
also helped
play a

role in
something
of an art
and music
revival in
the area.
The é6th
Annual
Gardenstock saw over 2,000 art and
music lovers aftend. World renowned
blues guitarist Gerry Joe Weise graced
the Gardenstock stage again, along
with famed New York Jazz musician
Juma Sultan.

Gerry Joe Weise (left, background)
and Bill Encke (right, foreground)
perform at the annual Gardenstock
Art & Music Festival

The Sinnissippi Foundation continued
fo receive strong support during the
annual Sinnissippi Employee, Alumni,
and Board Campaign. The May-June
effort raised the most funds since 2007.
In 2014, over two-thirds of employees
made a gift or pledge and nearly 130
individuals participated in all. It was
in 2008 that a downward economic
frend began that affected fund
raising for many non-profits. During
the same period, the number of
individuals and families in need rose.
In 2008 requests to the Foundation
began to steadily increase. This is a
tfrend which continues to this day.

The Sinnissippi Foundation's Holiday
Appeal received a wonderful gift:
Donations increased 66% compared
to the previous year. The appeal was
sent to individuals, organizations, and
businesses just prior fo Thanksgiving.
Historically, donations continue to
arrive through early spring. To date,
the 2014 Holiday Appeal has raised
just over $8,800.00. Some of the
increase can be credited to the
newest funds of the Foundation; the
Community That Cares Project and
the Jim Sarver Eduction Funds.

The Foundation’s Holiday Food Basket
Project was one of the biggest in the
history of the Foundation. Over two
tons of

food was

distributed

to Sinnissippi

Centers’ :

client

families in

need in 7 S
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W%Te Cldﬂ Foundation Board member Mary

nmesiae Scuffham (left) and Sinnissippi

Counties. Centers’ Family Care Coordinator

Inall. 190 Irene Lewis-Wimbley (right) load
! holiday food baskets for delivery

baskets

were distributed to families that
benefited a total of 674 individuals.
Volunteers pack and distribute the
baskets just prior to the two major
holidays: Thanksgiving and Christmas.
The contents of one basket costs an
average of $30. It is often the only
holiday meal these families enjoy
during the season.

A popular cultural event was revived,
in part, due to the support of the
Sinnissippi Foundation. The Taste of
Fiesta was held on September 6, 2014,
in Sterling.

The o
Foundation P\ |
provided N
assistance
by serving [
asa
financial
agent for
donations
fo the
event’s
organizational committee. In future
years, organizers will have their own
non-profit organization that will
receive that support. The Taste of
Fiesta provides an opportunity for
families to learn about available
resources in the community while
enjoying rich cultural fraditions.

Latin Folk Dancers were a part of
the culture on display at the Taste
of Fiesta

The Sinnissippi Foundation continues
fo look towards the future and how
we can impact the lives of others in

a positive way. That is made possible
through the generous donations

and event sponsorships of a great
many individuals, organizations, and
businesses. The Foundation seeks to
take the greatest care in ensuring
your gifts positively impact the lives of
those we serve. At the same fime it is
very important that we also keep the
cost of what we do at the lowest level
possible to help the greatest number
of people. An added benefit; funds
stay in the communities we serve.
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Meeting the needs of individuals & families

In 2014, the Sinnissippi
Foundation welcomed three
new board members: Jon
Berens, Carol Nieman, and
Paula Sherman. All three

are active in community
volunteer work. Berens is also
the President/CEO of Northern
lllinois Cancer Treatment Center
located in Dixon. All three have
been welcome additions to
the board. Board members

are often seen participating in

Foundation projects and events.

The Sinnissippi Foundation

has gone through a period

of change. Beginning in early
2014, the Foundation’s Board of
Directors began meeting more
frequently and engaging in
more strategic planning. There
has been arenewed focus

on being more active in the
direction and the day to day
activities of the Foundation.

One initiative supported by
donations to the Foundation
is the Client Fee Assistance
Program. Even with coverage
under the Affordable Care
Act, some individuals still
cannoft afford some, or all, of
their freatment. Through this
program, Sinnissippi Centers’
clients can receive additional
services. Ongoing care is key
to maintaining mental wellness
and avoiding crises.

The Sinnissippi Foundation
provides support fo a variety
of projects. This includes
Sinnissippi Centers’ projects as
well those of other community
organizations. The Foundation
made 28 grants of nearly
$5,400.00 in 2014, including:

* New Horizons Ogle County
Drug Court

e Better Living Focus Group

e Tools for School

e Coats for Kids

¢ Creative Expressions Art
Therapy Groups

 Early Childhood Mental
Health Program

¢ Healthy Families lllinois
Program

There are several ways to get
more information about the
Sinnissippi Foundation:

By mail

The Sinnissippi Foundation
325 lllinois Route 2 - Suite 100
Dixon, IL 61021

By phone
815-284-9380

By email
info@sinnissippi.com

Visit our website

Find us on Facebook

SINNISSIPPI
FOUNDATION

Your gift fo the Sinnissippi Foundation
provides vital support to those in need
that has a lasting impact on their lives,
and on the lives of those around them.
Many supporters let us know why they
give and often designate their gifts in
recognition, in honor, or in memory of
organizations or individuals.

“In recognition of the courage
of individuals and families who
face mental health challenges
every day and to acknowledge
the dedication of those who
work so hard to offer help and
hope.”

“Mental health is key to overall
health and wellness - mind,
body, and soul.*

Consider leaving a legacy of support by
making a planned gift to the Sinnissippi
Foundation. Planned gifts allow you to
combine your charitable giving with your
estate and financial planning efforts.

We encourage you to contact your
financial planner to discuss your options.
You can be assured your gift will be

used to support the continuation of the
Foundation’s mission well into the future.

You can send your donation by mail to
the address at left. You may also make
a donation on-line on the Foundation’s
web page (also see left). When you
arrive there, click on “Donate Now".
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Meeting the needs of individuals & families

11th Annual Expressions Art Sale and Reception

The Expressions Art Sale and Reception is a very special event of the Foundation. It showcases
art from local and regional artists and features a wide variety of silent auction items. The night
of the reception is especially fun with artists, sponsors, Foundation supporters and others in
aftendance. We often hear, “There’s something for everyone at Expressions”. There is no cost
for admission to Expressions.

Event Location
The Next Picture Show
113 West 1st Street, Dixon, IL

Art & Silent Auction ltems on Display Reception
April 7 - 24, 2015 April 24, 2015
Gallery hours 5:00 - 9:00 pm

23rd Annual Sinnissippi Foundation Golf Open

Each August, golfers gather for the much anficipated Sinnissippi Foundation Golf Open. The
36 available foursomes usually fill up by the registration deadline. The Foundation's wonderful
crew of volunteers go all out fo make sure everyone has a great day supporfing the
Foundation. A registration form will be available on-line at www.sinnissippi.com in March.

Event Details:

August 13, 2015

Timber Creek Golf Club

729 Timber Creek Road, Dixon, IL

12:30 pm tee-off

Dinner & awards ceremony following 18 holes of golf.

7th Annual Gardenstock Art & Music Festival

Just two days after the Golf Open is another opportunity to enjoy a great day of fun and
sun. The annual Gardenstock Art & Music Festival features local, regional, nafional, and even
world famous musical talent. In addition, there are dozens of artists’ booths. Gardenstock

is organized by, and held on the grounds of Distinctive Gardens in Dixon, lllinois. Proceeds
benefit the Sinnissippi Centers’ Youth Garden Project. The festival is best described as an
event for all ages where you can relax and enjoy a day of music and art. Admission is af the
gate on the day of the event and is $6.00 per person, $1.00 for kids 12 and under.

Event Details:

August 15, 2015

Distinctive Gardens

2020 Lowell Park Road, Dixon, IL
11:00 am - 11:00 pm

Find us on

Facebook
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